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1. JOHN In. 14. 


We know that we bave paſſed from Death 
unto Life, becauſe we love the Brethren. 


* 


T was the bleſſed Priveledge of the Belo- 
ved Apoſtle and his Fellow-Believers, to 
have this happy Teſtimony in their pwn 
Minds, that they were paſſed from Death unto 
Life. They knew this to be the Caſe by a 
Conviction wrought within themſelves ; they 
had an indiſputable Sign and Proof" of it 
which they could not queſtion ; they were 
perſuaded hereby that their Lot would be 
eternally happy ; that they were reſtored to 
the Favour of God; that they were one with 
God and God with them; of Conſequence, that 
Death, Miſery, and Condemnation were no 
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1 
longer to be dreaded by them, becauſe they 


wd paſſed far away from ſuch Things, and 


born into another Kingdom. Thus their 
Souls were kept in Peace through all the 
Troubles and Diſquietudes of this lower 
World, and having Hope in God, and being 
at Reſt in Him, they rejoiced with Foy un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory. , 
| 0 Let it not however be ſuppoſed, that theſe 
bleſſed Priviledges were intended to be con- 
fined to St. John and the firſt Diſciples of 
Chriſtianity. They belong alike to all thoſe 
who profeſs the ſame holy Religion and obey 
it's heavenly Doctrines. They belong there- 
fore to us, to You and to Me, and to every 
true Believer in Jzsvs CurisT; and it is a 
Grace granted, to every one of us, if we are 
wiſe enough” to diſcover it, to be enabled to 
ſay, e know that we m_ paſſed rr 
7 Death unto Life. 
7 hat this is the Caſe, will appear plain 
from the Conſideration of theſe two Particu- 
| lars, to which I could earneſtly wiſh to 
engage your preſent moſt ſerious Attention, 
2 iſt, The Nature of the Paſſage. here 
ſpoken of by. * Apoſtle from n unto 
yes . 


5 allys 
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2dly. The Sign or Proof of our having 
made this Paſſage, viz. becauſe we love the 

Brethren. | f 05 
iſt. then let us conſider the Nature of 
the Paſſage ſpoken af by the Apoſtle from 
Deatb unto Life. Bo. | r 
It is a Matter little thought of by the 
SGenerality of Chriſtians, that there is ſuch a 
Paſſage from Death unto Life; and till leſs is 
it conſidered that this Paſſage is to be made 
by us in this World, otherwiſe it never can 
be made; and leaſt of all is it in general ap- 
prehended, how the thoughtleſs and impeni- 
tent never diſcover this Paſſage, but abide in 
the Regions of _ Death, whilſt the penitent 
and ſincere Believer, he both diſcovers the 
Paſſage, and walks therein, until he arrives 
at the Regions of eternal Life and Peace. 
Te Generality of Chriſtians therefore think 
of no other Death but the Death of the 
Body, and of no other Paſſage to Life but 
the Paſſage through the Grave of the Body; 
and thus alas! too many, it is to be feared, 
neglect to look for that Paſſage till it is too 
late to find it, and never pa/s from Death unto 
Life, becauſe being blinded by the Deluſions 
| | t 
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of Sin, they did not believe ſuch a Thing 7 
ſible or attainable here below, 

But, Beloved, that there is a Paſſage Pn 
Death unto Life, is plain from the concurrent 
Teſtimony of the Word of God throughout; 
and that this Paſſage is ſuch, as that we may 


both diſcover it, and may make ir, during 


our Abode in this World, is equally plain 
from the Declaration. of the Apoftie in my 
Text, ſpeaking of himſelf and of other Be- 
lievers, © We know that we have paſſed from 
« Death unto Life.” 

From this Declaration it is manifeſt, not 
only that there is a Paſſage from Death unto 
Life, but that Men like ourſelves alſo had 
made the Paſſage, and knew that they had 
made it, even during their Abode in, this 
World. | 
To the ſame Purpoſe, but in different 
Words, the Apoſtle Paul bears this Teſti- 
mony, © Giving Thanks to the Father, which 
* bath made us meet to be Partakers of the 
te Inheritance of the Saints in Light; who 
« bath delivered us from the Power of Dark- 
* neſs, and bath tranſlated us into the King- 
Here 
* CoLoss. 1, 12. 13, r 
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Here St. Paul ſpeaks, both in his own 
Name, and in thar of his Fellow-Chriſtians, 
of a Deliverance from the Power of Dark- 
nels, and a Tranſlation into the Kingdom. of 
Feſus Chriſt, which they had experienced, 
even whilſt they were living in the Body 
here below; which is the ſame Thing as 
what St. John calls the paſſing jrew Death 
unto Life. 

The firſt Chriſtians therefore, it is moſt 
- manifeſt, not only knew and were aſſured that 
there was a Paſſage from Death unto Life, | 
even to be found in this World, but they alſo 
diſcovered this paſſage, and made it, during 
their Abode here below, and were moreover 
aſſured, to their unſpeakable Comfort, and 
by the moſt incontrovertible Signs and 
Proofs, that they had made this Paſſage, | 

And yet theſe were men like unto our- 
ſelves; they were ſubject to the ſame infirmi- 
ties, they had the ſame Corruptions to ſtrug- 
| gle with, were expoſed to like Temptations 
with ourſelves; neither had they any other ar 
higher Helps than we Chriſtians have at this 
Day : The Almighty did not favour them more 
than he doth us; his Grace was not ſtrong- 


er or more powerful in their Boſoms than we 
might 
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68) 
might find it to be in ours; Heaven was not 
nearer or more open to them than it is to us; 
and yet, we find they were enabled to attain 
unto this moſt happy of all human Condi- 
tions, to know that they were P. from 
Death unto Life. | 

What I would | therefore here contend "IR 
and wiſh to preſs upon your preſent ot : 
earneſt Conſideration, is this, that what tho 
frſt Chriſtians once attained to, is ſtill attain- 
able by us, if we will but be as faithful to 
our God and his Word, and as true to our 
own beſt” Intereſts, as they were. We may 
therefore pa/s from Death unto Life, even 
during our Abode in this World, as certainly 
and fully, as ever St. John, St. Pavl, or any 
other of our Lord's firſt Diſciples did. We 


5 may have the ſame Signs and infallible 


Proofs, which they had, that we are ſo 
paſſed. We may thus attain, if we be ſo diſ- 
poſed, unto the ſame Grounds of heavenly 
Hope, Aſſurance, and Comfort in our Ac- 
ceptance with God. 

For the Religion of the Bleſſed Jesvs, let 
it be well noted, is the ſame Religion at this 
Day, that it Was ſeventeen or eighteen hun- 


dred 
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dred Tears ago. The. Minds of Men, as to 
their: Belief in it and their. Reception of it, 
may indeed be changed, but itlelf cannot 
change. Id s Doctrines are ſtill, the ſame, and 
will remain. ſo. to Eternity. It's Power upon 
the. human; Soul, if it be rightly received, is 
alſo ſtill the ſame, It is capable therefore of 
effecting nou what it effected in «id Time, It 
.can: hill. open Heaven to the true Believer; 
it can ſtill. transform Man from earthly to 
heavenly; it can ſtill deliver from the, Power 
Dartneſs, and tranſlate us into the Kingdom 
of it's. Divine Author; it can, in ſhort, ſtill 
enable us to ſay, if we are not wanting to 
ourſelves, what was ſaid to their unſpeakable 
Bliſs by them of old Time, Me know that we 
have paſſed from Death unto Life. | 


I am well aware however, that this will 


hardly be believed by the carnal and the care- 


leſs. - All ſuch are unwilling to allow that the 
Powers of Heaven are ſo near them, ot that 
as much Fruit of 'thoſe.. Powers will. be ex- 


pected from them, as from the Saints of old. 
Thus they ſer Limits to the Operations of 


God, which God himſelf hath not ſet, and 
which he hath. declared he never will ſec. 


They ſay, for Inſtance, © Apoſtles might look 
C ce for 
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« for extraordinary Advancements in Divine 


* Grace; they might overcome the World 


* and the Fleſh; they might become the 


© Sons of God; they might, by the purity 


« of their Lives, and the Power of their Faith, 


« paſs from Death unto Life ; but this is not to 
© be expected in our Days; it was never in- 
te tended we ſhould experience ſuch Influ- 
« ences of Divine Grace, . or bring forth 


, ſuch Fruits er in our Hearts and 


« Lives.” © 

Thus do the carnal ad the — bene 
to reaſon themſelves out of the real Excellency 
of their Religion and all its Benefits, by ſup- 
poſing thoſe Benefits to be confined to thoſe 


| few who firſt received the Goſpel of Chrif. 


But, Beloved, permit me, by Way of Conclu- 
ſion to this Part of my preſent. Subject, to 
caution you moſt earneſtly againſt ſuffering 


your Minds to be betrayed into ſuch unwor- 


thy, falſe and dangerous Sentiments of your 
Religion and it's Divine Author, For this 
Purpoſe ponder well with Yourſelves the ge- 
nuine Deſign of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 


the Unchangeableneſs thereof. It's Intention 
is, and needs muſt be the ſame now, that it 


op . 
\ was 
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was at it's fr Preaching and Eſtabliſhment. - 


The Powers and Priviledges which it preſents 
to the true Believer are alſo the ſame. As 


therefore -it formerly operated on the Minds 
of Apoſtles, Confeſſors, Martyrs, and Thouſ- 


ands of other holy Diſciples, to convert them 


to Jesus Cunts r, to turn them from Sin and 


Vanity, to transform them from earthly to 
heavenly, - to. purify, change, redeem, and re- 
new their finful. Natures, and thus to make 
them paſs from Death unto Life, even ſo alſo ic 
would operate at this Day, if Men's Minds 
were but in a like. ſtate to l and comply 
with it's Operation. 
Believe then this to be the * Truth, and 

that of Conſequence you are now called, and 
every Believer in the Goſpel is called, to ex- 
perience the ſame bleſſed Effects from it that 
the Apoſtles themſelves experienced. I do 
not ſay that you axe to look for the Gift of 
working Miracles as they did, nor to go about 


the World to convert it by your Preaching 


like a St. Peter or St. Paul, but this you are 


certainly to look for, viz. to believe in and 


to love Jssus Cuxisr, the incarnate Gop and 
SAv1ouR, as they believed in and loved Him; 
and in this Belief and Love to love your 
8 Brethren 
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Brethren ag St. Peter and St. Paul loved 


their Brethren; and thus to be meek, humble, 


patient, contented; and charitable,” as yo 
read the Lord's firſt Diſciples wert; und tu 
overcome the Devil the Wprtd and the Fleſh; 


as they did; and hereby to:paſr from Dearts 


unto Life. For ſearch and confult your o 
Minds, and ſee: whether ybu can diſcover 
there any Reaſon, why: yoy'ſhonkdibe leſs holy 


than St. John, or any other of the Lord's: 


firſt Diſciples) were. Is it not in your Power: 
to love God and your Neighbour as they did? 


Cannot you repent and believe in JevvsCnrist ; 
as well as them? Cannot you 'thefefote grow 


alike in the Divine Grace, and àttain unto a 
like Meaſure of true Chriſtian Virtues? 
Make bur the Experiment, and make it with 
Sineerity, and believe me, or fatller beliede 
God, you will ſoon be fully cenviteed, raft 


the Meaſure of Holineſs to Which the Satz 
of old were" called and attalned is the very 


ſamie to o which you ald are led and bj 
Frm 25 9 29qẽ 


Away then vith alt with! Reaſonings 
Repent and believe the Goſpel” Turn unto 
Jxsus Cunlir the manifeſted. Jehovah, and 
keep -his Commandments ; and you will then 


ſoon 


— 7 ah 


0 


613) 


— 


| ſoon experience that Heayen is ſtill open, God 


is ſtill near and powerful, and his Grace ſtill 


T4 


rr „ „ 
operative as in old Time; whereby you will 
ſooner or later be enabled to your unſpeak- 


able Bliſs to ſay with the Apoſtle, Ve know 


that we have paſſed from Death unto Life, 
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t. JOHN 111, 14. 


are alike called univerſally. 


We: know that we have paſſed from Death 
unto Life, becauſe we love the Brethren. 


I the foregoing Diſcourſe we endeavoured 
to point out the Nature of the Paſſage 
| from Death unto Life here ſpoken of, as being 
a Paſſage to be performed during our Abode 
in this World, and to which all Chriſtians 


We ſhall now proceed further to ſhew the 
Nature of this Paſſage, and then conſider | 


the 


19. 


the Sign or Proof here mentioned by the 
Apoſtle of our having made this . viz. 
| becauſe we love the Brethren. 

Ir muſt be very plain to every adm 
Perſon, that by paſſing from Death unto Life 
is not meant any bodily Paſſage, or any 
Change of Place or Situation with Reſpect to 


the Body. 
For if the Body was to move ever { far 


in any Direction, upwards or downwards, it 
would not be poſſible for us to depart further 
from Death, or to approach nearer unto Life, 
than we were before. 

The Caſe is, the Terms Life and Death, 
as uſed in holy Scripture, are applied to de- 
note, not any particular State of the Body, 
but particular States of the Soul, or Spirit, 
with Reſpect to God and the Things of his 
eternal Kingdom. 

According to this Application of the 

Terms Life and Death, to paſs from Death 
unt Life, denotes a Change wrought in the 
internal State of the Soul or Spirit, ſo that 
whereas it before lived in a State of ſpiritual 
Death, it now begins to live in a State of 
| ſpiritual Life, 


As 


18 


As for: Example: It is ritten iu holy 
Scripture, Man dath not live by Bread on- 
&« ſy, but by every Word that proceedeth out 


«, of the Mouthof the Lord doth Man live:“ 


Aud in another Nlace, ©4 If, thou wilt enter 
e into Life, keep the Commandments: By 
which Words we are plainly taught this 
Truth, that not to partake of the Mard f 
the Lord, or- not to keep his Commandments, 
is a State of ſpiritual ' Death ; but on the con- 
trary, that to partake of the Mord of the Lord, 
or to keep his Commandments, is a State of ſpi- 
ritual Life: Whenſoever then the Soul or 
Spirit of Man, which heretofore had no Know- 
ledge and Love of the Lord and of his Mord, 
begins now to perceive an inward Senſe of 
Love and Regard thereto, and takes Delight 
in the Ways of God, and the keeping of his 
Commandments, ſuch a Soul. or Spirit is ſaid 
to paſs 2 Death unto Life. 
So again: The Apoſtle ' ſpeaks of being 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. f To live there- 
fore in*'Treſpaſſes and Sins againſt God is a 


State of ſpiritual, Death ; of ar to 
* ceaſe 


Deut. viii. 3. Matt. iv. 4. Loke iv. 4. 
+ Matt. xix. 17. f Epheſ. ii. 1. 
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etaſe from Tre/daſſes'and Sins, and to begin 
to lead a new Life, is à State of ſpiritual 
Life; and this Change wrought in the Soul 


from a State of 'Treſpaſſes and Sin; to à con- 


. * 


fore a Paſſing from Death unto Life. 

So again Sbe that livetb in Pleaſure, 
faith the Apoſtle, i dead whilf foe liveib;e 
that is, the Soul or Spitit, whieh indulgeth 


trary State of Purity and Holineſs is there- 


in the mere Pleaſures of the carnal, worldly, 


and ſenſual Life, and knoweth no better and 
higher Enjoyments than theſe, is in & State 
of Death; to come out of this State then, fo 
as to begin to be made ſenſible of other and 
ſuperior Pleaſures to thoſe : of Fleſh and 
Blood, viz. the eternal Pleafures of Righte- 
ouſneſs, which flow from the Knowledge and 


Love of God, this is to begin truly 70 live; 


and the Change wrought hereby in the State 


of the Soul or Spirit, is a real Paſſage from 


To mention one other Inſtance, which may 
ſerve to fer this Matter in à ſtill clearer 
Light. When the repenting Prodigal returns 


. unto his Father, we are informed of the glad 


and welcome Reception which his Father 
D gives 
Mn 
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gives him, how he ordered the fatted Calf to 
be killed, ſaying, let us eat and be merry; 
for which he gives this very extraordinary 
Reaſon, This my Son was dead and is alive 
again,* Here every enlightened Perſon may 
ſee plainly what is meant in holy Scripture by 
being dead and being alive, or by Death and 
Life. When the Prodigal had no Regard to 
his Father, or his Father's Houle, and felt 
no Deſire of returning thereto, but was waſt- 
ing bis Subſtance in riotous Living, he is then 
| ſaid to be dead, tho' he was living at the ſame 
Time in all the Gratifications and Enjoy- 
ments of Riot and Luxury of this World 
and the 'Fleſh: But as ſoon as ever he is 
weary of theſe wretched Satisfactions, and 
begins to feel a Warmth of penitent Aﬀec- 
tion kindled towards his Father, with Deſire 
to return to him and to his Houſe, he is then 
ſaid to be alive, tho' at the ſame Time he 


ceaſed to live to his former bodily and carnal 
Enjoyments. Ta a9 

Here then, if we be ſo diſpoſed, we may 
all ſee clearly what is meant in holy Scrip- 
ture by Death and Life, and by paſſing from 
the one to the other. Death is to live with- 


out 


* Luke xv. 24. 32. 
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out God and his Word, or, what is the ſame 
Thing, to have no Love towards God, and 
no Delight in Him and in his Command- 
ments. Life on the contrary is to live with 
God, and to partake of his Word, that is, to 
have Love towards God, and to find Delight 
to our Souls in the Way of his Command- 
ments. To paſs from Death unto Life then, 
in this particular Inſtance, is to come out of 
a State of zo Love towards God, and no De- 
light in his Word, into a State wherein we 
both love and delight in God, and in the 

Purities of his Word and Commandment, 
 Again—Death is a State of wilful Sin and 
Impenitence; Life therefore is a State of Re- 
ntance or ceaſing from Sin: Death again 
is a State of falſe Pleaſures and Satisfactions, 
ſuck as are thoſe of this World and the Fleſh, 
when ſeparated from the Pleaſures of Righ- 
teouſneſs : Life therefore on the other Hand 
is a State of real Pleaſures and Satisfactions, 
ſuch as are thoſe arilidg from the Love of 
God: In theſe Inſtances therefore, to paſs 
from Death unto Life is to paſs through Re- 
pentance from the vain and falſe Gratifica- 
tions of the corrupt Part of our Natures, 
which is carnal and worldly-minded, to be 
D 2 made 
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( 20 ) 
made ſenſible within ourſelves of the pure 


and eternal Delights flowing from the Loye 
of God, and the Communications of his 


Peace to our Minds and Conſciences. 


And would we know, Beloved, the real, 
deep, and ſcriptural Ground of all this, it 
is as follows. There is but one true zud 
real Life, and one true and real Fountain of 
Life, and that is God, and his Word and 
Kingdom, Whatever then js not connected 
with God, his Word, and Kingdom, this, 
in the Language of holy Scripture, is ſaid to 
be dead, or in a State of Death, Devils there- 


fore, or infernal Spirits, tho' living in a 


State of moſt exquiſite Feeling and Senſibi- 
lity, are ſtill ſaid to be dead, and to dwell in 
the Regions of Deatb; the Reaſon is, becauſe 
by Love they have no Conjunction with God, 
his Word, and Kingdom from whence alone 
Life cometh. la like Manner impenitent 
dwell in the Regions of the Shadow of Death, 
tho' poſſibly they may be living at the ſame 


Time in the bigheſt State of worldly Gratifi- 
cation and fleſhly Senſibilities, and the Rea- 


ſon is the ſame, viz, becauſe by the Impeni- 
rence and Impurity of their Lives, they 
2 25 * ſeparate 
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"EPR themſelves from cenie with 
God and his Life, We talk indeed of other 
Life beſides the Life which is of God, and 
of other Death beſides that Whieh conſiſts in 
Separation of the Love from God. Thus we 
talk of the Life of Vegetables, and of the 


| Life of Animals, which are incapable of lov- 


ing God, and being thus conjoined with 
him: We ſay alſo of Men that they are 
living, or alive, when we ſee them alive and 
active in the Love and Purſuit of the Things 
of this World, animated with the Proſpects 
of Ambition, Gain, Glory, or Senſuality; 


We ſay alſo of the ſame Men that they are 


dead, when we ſee them ceafe to live in the 
Body, notwithſtanding their beginning to 
live inſtantly in another World, in a State 
of Feeling and Perception far ſuperior to 


what they experienced here below. It js 
however well to be attended to, that tho 


in common Language ve apply the Terms 
Life and Death in theſe ſubordinate and 


lower Senſes, yet, as uſed in holy Scripture, 


they have a higher and infinitely more im- 
ortant Signification: What Man therefore 
frequently calls Life, God calls Death, and 
what Man calls Death, God on the contrary 
calls 


(22) 
calls Life: The Reaſon is, God calls No- 
thing Life, and allows Nothing. to be alive, 
but what is connected with Himſelf, the 
only Life, by a living Principle of Love and 
Underſtanding; and therefore in his Sight, 
and according to his Language, the mere 
natural, animal, or unregenerate Life of 
M,an, let it's Feelings, Perceptions, and De- 
lights ſeem ever ſo exquiſite, is but Death, 
or the Shadow and Image of true Life, as 
having no Conjunction by Love and Wiſdom 
with the eternal and only Source of the true 
Life, according as it is written, “ Te be 


carnally-minded is Death, but to be ſpiritualy- 
minded is Life.”'* 


The continual Call of God therefore unto 
Man, in his Word, is to come and enter by | 


Repentance, by Faith and Obedience, or, in 
other Words, with his Life's Love, and Un- 


derſtanding, and Operation, into Conjunction 
with Himſelf the Fountain of Life, that ſo 
be may live for ever; this Conjunction alone 
being true Life, and worthy of the Name, 


In his natural State, we know, Man has no 
: | ſuch 


® Rom. viii. 6. 
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ſuch Conjunction, for in his natural State, by 
Reaſon of hereditary and actual Evil, he has 
no true Love towards God, but loves himſelf 
and the World better than God and his 
Neighbour. In his natural State therefore he 
is dead, or in a State of Deatb, from which 
State he cannot poſſibly be delivered but by 
returning to God, and entering into Conjunc- 
tion with him, through his Word or Com- 


mandment. 


Nevertheleſs, tho' Man be by Nature i in a 
State of Death, yet it is his own Fault if he 
continues therein, and abſolutely dies for ever. 
For God giveth every one of us Power to 
come out of this Death and enter into the 
Regions of Life, inaſmuch as he giveth every 
one of us Power to know and to love Him, - 


and to know, and love and practiſe his Word, 


and thus to re-enter into Conjunction with 
him, which is eternal Life. 

For let us ſearch now, and examine our- 
ſelves whether we have not all of us this 
Power from God in our inner Man, and we 
ſhall aſſuredly find that we have it. For can- 
not we think of God, if we be ſo diſpoſed, as 


often as we pleaſe? Cannot we think of Sin. 


that it is oppoſite to God, and therefore ſepa- 


rates 


{ ea ) 


rates us from God? Cannot we think of 
Holineſs that is from God and agreeable te 
Goa; und therefore unites us with God? 
Cannot we therefore ſay thus to ourfelves; 1 
will hate and renounce Sin, becauſe it ſeparates 
me from God; and 1 will love and practiſe 
Holineſs, becauſe it joins me with God? 
And cannot we thus aſſure ourſelves, that as 
we depart from Sin and enter into Conjunc- 
tion with God, we ſhall paſs from - Death unt 
Life ? Only let us be at che Pains: to Exa- 


mine ourſelves, and make the Experiment, 


and we ſhall certainly fibd that we are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the bleſſed Power and Priviledge 
here deſcribed. |, 0 Ats 

1 I ſhould now proceed to confider the Sign 
ont Proof given in the Words of my Text, 
of our having paſſed from Death unte Life, 
viz, becauſe we love the Brethren, but the pre- 
ſent Time will only permit me to conclude 
what has been already ſaid, with this brief 
but affectionate Expoſtulation. ' 

Are we, Beloved, of the happy Number of 
thoſe who have made the Paſſage from Deatb 
unto Life, or are we ſtill walking in the 
Voll of the Shadow of Death? Let us exa- 
mine ourſelves well i in this important Matter. 

| Are 
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Are we returned into God? Do we begin to 
find a Love towards God, and a real Delight 
of Heart in Him and his Ways? Au we for 
this Purpoſe turned, or in the Deſire to turn, 
from all known Evils, becauſe they are oppo- 
fite to God? Do we ceaſe to delight in Sin 
and Vanity of this World and the Fleſh; and 
do we conſider well, that they who live in 
the fond Indulgence of mere carnal and 


earthly Pleaſures, are dead whilſt they live? 
Is it thus become the chief Affection, Satis- . 


faction and Endeavour of our Lives to enter 
into Conjunction with God, his Word, and 
Kingdom, by well-doing, that ſo we may /ive 
for ever? Some ſuch few Queſtions as theſe, 
ſcriouſly - propoſed, and ſincerely anſwered, 
will ſoon bring us acquainted with the State 
of our Souls, how far we are paſſed from 
Death unto Life. | 
And bleſſed ſhall he be who upon ſuch an 
Examination ſhall find, that he is nor till 
abiding in the Regions of Death and Miſery. 
Bleſſed ſhall he be whoſe Conſcience bears 
him Teſtimony that he hath begun to love 
his God and Reedeemer, and to delight in 
the Paths of Life and Righteouſneſs. He is 
on the Highway which leadeth to the New 
E | Jeruſalem. 
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Jeruſalem. He hath departed from the'Ciry 
of Deſtruction and is about to enter into the 
City ofthe Lord of Hoſts. Mount Zion is 
directly before his Face, and tho his Body 
be here upon Earth amongſt Men, yet his 

Spirit is travelling in the Midſt of Angels to 
take Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Inheritance, 
the Land of everlaſting Life, which is the 
bleſſed Portion of all thoſe that fear God and 
keep his Commandments, 'AMEN. 
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I JOHN ut. 14. 


Ne les that we bave paſſed Wa Death unte 
ile, Weed we love the ae 


He GL endeavoured to ſhew, 
| in the two foregoing Diſcourſes, what is 
here implied and to be underſtood by paſſing 
from Death unto Life, 1 ſhall now proceed, 
as was propoſed, to conſider laſtly the Sign 
or Proof here mentioned, af our having 
made this Paſſage, viz. becauſe we love the AY 


Brethren, 
E 2 T his 
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This Sign or Proof however cannot poſſibly 
be underſtood, untill it be firſt known who 
are here meant by thoſe whom the Apoſtle 
calls the Brethren. May I therefore beſpeak 
your ſerious Attention to this previous Con- 
ſideration, from which it will plainly appear 
what is implied and yvnderftooy by loving 40 
Brethren. 

Now the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, we 


| know, called all thoſe the Brethren, or the 


Brotherhood, who were united together in one 
common Faith and Love, that is, in Faith 
and Love towards their common God and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, operating in Newneſs 
of Life according to his Commandments. 
Wherever they ſaw this operative Faith 
and Love, there they acknowledged à Brother, 
and they reſpected, reverenced, honoured, 
loved and cheriſhed him, as one begotren 


again of the ſame heayenly Parent with them- 


ſelves, and making one of that great and 
holy. Family, Body, or Kingdom, whoſe 
Head is the great Repeemen, the manifeſted 
Gor, the Logp Jzsvs CurisT ; herein fol- 


lowing the Spirit and Example of their 


Divine Maſtery *. had taught them, My 
Mother 


(\ 29 ) 


Mother and my Brethren are they, who * 
2 mord of God and do it.“ | 

It was not therefore any outward Canan 
or Circumſtances, with Regard to this World, 
which determined this -Brotberbood. Rank 
and Riches were no Qualifications to be ad- 
mitted into the holy Fraternity; neither did 
Poverty and Meanneſs of Birth exclude any: 
The ſingle: Queſtion reſpecting any one was 
this, Doth he believe in Jzsus Car1sT the 
God who hath lately appeared amongſt us to 
take away our Sins? and doth he manifeſt 
his Faith by Love, or by a Life according to 
the Commandments of this God? If fa, he 
is 4 Brother, be he rich or poor, be his Birth 
honourable or diſhongurabic in the Eyes of 
Men. 

And as the Conditions of Men, with Re- 
gard to their outward worldly Circumſtances, 
was of no Account in forming this Brother- 
bood amongſt the firſt Chriſtians, ſo. neither 
was the Love, which influenced the Mem- 
bers of this Brotherhood, grounded in, or 
determined by, any mere natural Affections, 
ſuch as ariſe from natural Relationſhips, 
| Friendſhips, 
* T,uke viii. 21. See alſo Matt. xiii. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 

and Mark iii. 31. 32. 33. 34+ 35. 


( 59 ) 


. Friendſhips, and partial wookdly Attachments 
one towards another. 
There is a Principle, we know, which 
chews called Love, and paſſes for Chriſtian 
Love and Charity amongſt Men, which has 
no higher Source, no deeper Ground, than 
| that of mere animal Inſtinct, or natural Simi+ - 
litude, or worldly Aſſociations for the Sake of 
worldly Intereſts, Comfort or Convenience. 
Tnis however was not the Principle which 
opetated to produce brotherly Love amongſt . 
the Apoſtſes and firſt Chriſtians. Theſe holy | 
8 Pcrſons were "wrought upon by higher and 
more heavenly Motives herein, than- any 
1 which ariſe from mere worldly Connections or 
Relationſhips of Fleſn and Blood. In this 
Reſpect was verified what is written of them. 0 
that they were Born not of Bloodi, nor of the 
Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but 
of God + Their Attachment therefore to- 
wards cach other was a Divine and holy 
Attachment: It had it's Ground and Source 
in the great Father of all Spirits: It was an 
holy Principle of heaven- born Charity, which 
being eternal and ſtable as it's Origin, was 
not * to thoſe Variations, Changes, and 


Caprices, 
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Caprices, which ever accompany mete human 


and natural Affections, let thein be ever ſo 
near and tender. e 
We are not however to ſuppoſe, that this 


180 and Attachment of the firſt Chriſtians 


towards each other was merely ſpitieual, un- 
attended with Work and Opetarioh} which 
is the Fruit of Charity; for it was a" princi- 


pal-Leffon of their Love, not 10 lobe in Mord 


and in Tongue tnly, but in Deed an in Truth. 


They rev erenced each other therefore as Chill 


dren of Heaven and Immorg tallty; Hut this 
was not all; from this —— they were 


led to exerciſe every outward Act of Bene vo- 
lence one towards another; their Lives were 


continually employed in doing Good, and it 


was their ſupreme Joy and Delight to be ſer- 
viceable in the ſmalleſt Reſpect to any, who 
bore the Stamp and Image of the _ yon 

Drovs this ſhort View then of cling the 
Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians underſtood! 'by 
the Brethren, or Brotherhood, and of the 


Nature and Operation of their Love towards 
the Brethren, it will now plainly appear to 


every conſiderate Perſon what is meant and 
1 implied 


1 John 3. 18. 
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implied by this Sign or Proof of paſſing from 
Death unto Life, viz. becauſe we love the 
Brethren. 

To love the Brethren, i is to love that in . 
which is of God, chat is, the Divine Image 
and Likeneſs, or in other Words, all thoſe 
living and heavenly Graces, Virtues, and 
Excellencies, which proceed from a ſound 
and pure Faith and Love towards the Lord 
God and Saviour JEsus CRRIsT. But this is 
not all — To love the Brethren further implies 
that our Love becomes operative in, good 
Works, or in producing i it's proper outward 
Fruits; it implies therefore an external Life of 
active Benevolence, correſponding with that 
internal and heavenly Principle from which 
it proceeds: He who loves the Bretbren, 
therefore, not only reveres the Divine Image 
and Likeneſs in his Fellow-Creatures, bur 
labours alſo continually to cheriſh, comfort, 
ſtrengthen, and bring it forth in all, accord- 
ing to his utmoſt Ability and the beſt Talents 
which God has given him. 

Let me beſpeak, Beloved, your moſt parti- 
cular and earneſt Attention to this Mark and 
| Character of a true Chriſtian, or of one who 
hath 


4 

hath paſſed from Death unto Life, that ſo you 
may examine by it the State of your Hearts 
and Lives. | | 

There is nothing we are ſo apt to deceive 
ourſelves in, if we are not well upon our 
Guard, and well enlightened with the ge- 
nuine Light of Truth, as Love towards the 
Brethren, often calling that brotherly Love, 
which is no ſuch Thing, but which is poſſi- 
bly the very Reverſe, whereby we do eſſential 

Miſchief to our eternal Intereſts. 

Thus for Example; the mere natural Man 
ſometimes fancies that he has brotherly Love, 
becauſe he has much natural Tenderneſs and 
Aection towards ſome particular Perſons, to 
whom he is united by particular natural Ties 
either of Blood, of Friendſhip, or of worldly 
Intereſt. 

But ſuch natural Affection, it is well to be 
obſerved, is a Thing totally diſtin& from what 
is called in the Scriptures brotberly Love or 

Charity; and therefore we frequently find that 
very wicked Perſons have as much, or poſſi- 
bly more, of ſuch natural Aſection, than real 
regenerate Chriſtians, according to thoſe Words 
ol our Lord, Sinners alſo love thoſe that love 
them, 


( 34 ) 
1 and Sinners a Io do Good to theſe that 45 
Good to them.“ 

Natural Affection . is a Principle to- 
rally diſtin& from the Affection of Goſpel Cha- 
rity or Brother ly Love. F or natural Aﬀeftion 
is a mere animal Inſtinct, common alike to 
the juſt and to the adult, to them that are 
paſſed from Death unto Life, and to them who 
know Nothing of ſuch a Paſſage; yea, natu- 
ral Afeion is even common to Man with the 
Beaſts that periſh, for we find that the Beaſts, 
even thoſe which are moſt nierce and ſavage, 
are attached by ſtrong natural Smpatbies to- 
wards their young and towards one another. 
Do not however miſunderſtand me, as if I here 
meant to cenſure or debaſe the Principle of 
natural Affection, Sympathy, and Tenderneſs, 
whether amongſt Men or amongft Beaſts. 
This is far from my Deſign and Meaning: 
Such Principles and Affections have their 
Uſes in their proper Times and Places, and 
when kept in due Order of Subordination to - 
higher Affections and Principles: All I wiſh 
here to obſerve, and to lead you to obſerve, 
is this, that natural AHection is not Goſpel Cha- 
rity ; natural Tenderneſs is not brotherly Love; 


natural Fee:ing and Sympathy is not ſpiritual 


Grace 
Luke vi. 32, 33. 
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Grace and evangelical Virtue; and that of con- 
ſequence, before we can attain to that Mea- 
ſure of Chriſtian Purity and Perfe&ion impli- 
ed by loving the Brethren, we muſt attain to 
ſome higher and more heavenly Principle than 
that of mere natural Afefion, 7. enderneſs, Fete 
ing, and Sympathy, | 
Bot methinks I hear you aſk, What then i is 
this higher and more heavenly Principle, 
which | is diſtinct from, mere natural Aﬀettion? 
It has been already ſhown, in What was ob- 
ferved concerning, the firſt Chriſtians, It is 
to regard that in others which is born of Ged, 
and to call bat a Brother, It is to regard 
therefore in one another the Divine Image and 
Likeneſs, and ta love and cheriſh.it accocding- 
Iy. It is to be determined in our Likings 
aud Diſlikings, ourAffections and Diſaffections, 
no longer by mere natural or temporal Prin- 
ciples, ſuch as are thoſe of the Fleſh and of 
this World, but by ſpiritual and eternal Prin- 
ciples, ſuch as regard the Family, Body, and 
Kingdom af Jeſus Chriſt, 

Behold here the great Mark of Diſtinction 
between the Love which influences the mere 
natural Man, and that which influences the 
real and heaven-born Chriſtian ! The mere na- 


aral Man loves according to blind and par- 
E 2 tial 


. 

tial Inſtinct: The. Cbriſtian loves according to 
an enlightened and univerſal Principle of 
charity: The mere natural Man calls him Bro- 
ther, to whom he is attached by Blood, by na- 
tural Friendſhip, or by Intereſt, The Chriſtian 
calls him Brother, to whom he is attached by ſpi- 
ritual Bonds of Faith and Love in the fame God 
and Redeemer: What the natural Man there- 
fore loves in another is ſomewhat merely of the 
Fleſh,or of this World; What the Chriſtian loves 
in another, is ſomewhat of the Spirit, and of 
another World; The natural Man loves the 
'outward Perſon or perſonal Qualities of ano- 


ther : The Chriſtian loyes the inward Spirit. 


or ſpiritual Qualities, that is the Divine 
Image and Likeneſs. Thus the Loye of the 
natural Man is grounded in mere Nature, 
and has no higher Origin and End: But 
the Love of the true Cbriſtian aſcends high 
above Nature; it's Source is from Heaven 
and the God of Heaven; and it's End, like 
it's Origin, is eternal, being rooted in the 
eternal Principles of Juſtice and Judgment, 
of Order and Uprightnefs, of Sincerity and 
Truth, which conſtitute the eternal Kingdom 
of Jesus Cuxisr, and being active, operative 
and fruitful in good Works according to ſuch 
Principles. | | | N 
To 


61 


To conclude Let me earneſtly recommend 
to you, Beloved, to try and prove your Chriſ- 
tian Faith, and the Ground of your Chriſtian 
Hopes, and whether you are paſſed from Death 
unto Life, by the Marks and Characters of 
brotherly Love as above deſcribed. 
- This is a ſure Teſt which will not deceive 
you, and without this there is no other Teſt 
on which you may ſafely depend. Ir is not, 
you may be well aware, a mere nominal Faith 
or Profeſſion; it is not becauſe you belong to 
this or that Body of Chriſtians, as diſtinguiſh- 
ed from others by a Name or a Form; it is 
not becauſe you have much Warmth of natu- 
ral Affection, Tenderneſs, and Attachment 
towards particular Perſons; ſtill leſs is it, be- 
cauſe you have a natural Zeal for holy I bings, 
and can put up holy Prayers to God with your 
Lips, and can talk learnedly about God and 
the Things of his Kingdom; it is not, I ſay, 
for any, or for all of theſe Things, that you 
can hope for Acceptance in God's Sight; for 
all theſe Qualifications may be the Qualifica- 
tions of very wicked Perſons, who have no 
Part in the holy Family, Brotherhood and 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore are 
'not paſſed from Death unto Life. 
There is then but this one ſingle Qualifica- 
tion, , 
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tion, which can be a ſafe and ſolid Ground of 
your Hope and Truſt, viz. brotherly Love, 
But be ſure examine yourſelves well concern · 
ing this Qualification, and take Heed that you 
be not deceived reſpecting it. Mark eſpeci- 
ally the Diſtinction above pointed out between 
mere natural Aﬀetion and Goſpel Charity. Na- 
tural Affection is ot itſelf a mere dead Thing, 
before God, and receives all it's true Life from 
Charity. Hobeit, Charity, or brotherly Love, 
does not. deſtroy natura! Aﬀeion;z it only 
quickens, { ſanctifies it, and makes it eternal; 
it alſo renders it's Operations more regular, 


conſtant, and orderly, Aſk yourſelves there- 
fore over and over ſome ſuch Queſtions, a3 


theſe, What is it that I love in another? "Is 
it the Divine Image and Likeneſs, or is it only 


Something of Nature? Do I love my Neigh- 

ur, not becauſe he is rich, not becauſe he 
is learned, not becauſe he is eſteemed and hon- 
ourable in the Eyes of Men, not becauſe he 
is agreeable to my own natural Temper and 
Complexion, and ſtill leſs becauſe he is uni- 
ted to me by the Bonds of Blood and Rela- 
tionſhip? but do I love him becauſe he loves 
God; becauſe I ſee in him a Godlike Spirit 
and Temper ; becauſe he is humble, juſt, 
9 815 zupright. faithful, fearful of offending 
God 


ter love his 


( 39 ) 


God, and ſeeking to attain unto a godlike 


Nature? Do I therefore regard chiefly and 
principally in my Fellow-Creatures the Divine 


Image and Likeneſs; and is it become the con- 
tinual Labour and Delight of my Life, and 


of all my Actions, to adminiſter in ſome Way 


or other, according to my Talents, to the 


bringing forth, perfecting, comforting, and 
cheriſhing ſuch Divine Image and Likeneſs ? 
And inaſmuch as I cannot love what is of 
God, unleſs I be of God myſelf; inaſmuch 28 
I cannot have any Reſpe for God Inage and 
Likeneſs in another, until I myſelf ang formed 
into his Image and Likeneſs, is it laſtly become 
my daily Labour and Endeavour to be made 
a Child of God myſelf, that ſo I may the bet- 
Children as my Brethren? 
Some ſuch few Queſtions as theſe, ſeriouſly 
propoſed and anſwered, would ſoon enable us 


to determine our State of Advancement in the 


Divine Favour, and how far we were paſſed 
from Death unto Life. May we all then, through 
the Divine Grace and Mercy, be led to this 
ſerious Examination of our Hearts and Lives, 
that ſo we may all attain unto the unſpeak- 
able Comfort of knowing. that we are indeed 
paſſed from Death unto Life ! 
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